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(54) METHOD FOR DECIDING FRONT AND REAR FACE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC FILM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To immediately print a picture after the front or rear 
face of a film is discriminated, by measuring an infrared 

absorption spectrum to discriminate the front or rear face of the j! 
photographic film. 

CONSTITUTION: The infrared absorption spectrum is different 
between total reflection of infrared rays on the boundary face 
between a prism 16 and a base layer and that between the prism 
16 and a gelatin layer. This difference is checked to discriminate 
the front or rear face of the photographic film. That is, the 
infrared absorption spectrum is different between a base layer 
18a and a gelatin layer 18b as shown in a graph where the 
infrared absorption spectrum of the base layer 18a is indicated 
by a solid line and that of the gelatin layer 18b is indicated by a 
dotted line. A reversal film whose front and rear faces are known 
is used to check preliminarily these two kinds of infrared 
absorption spectrum, and the infrared absorption spectrum 
coinciding with a measured that is selected to discriminate the 
front or rear face of a reversal film 1 8. 
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